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by Reverend Matthew R. Mauriello 

     The month of October continues. Each year this 
month is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is pri-
marily due to the fact that the liturgical memorial of Our 
Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually during this 
month on October 7. This memorial was instituted to 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the pro-
tection that she gives the Church and her spiritual chil-
dren in answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faith-
ful. 

     The memorial was introduced by Pope St. Pius V in 
the year 1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory of the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto on Octo-
ber 7, 1571. The Pope attributed more to the "arms" of the Rosary than to the power of cannons and the valor 
of the soldiers who fought there. 

     In this month of October, let us consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary as a means that we, too, can use 
in order to draw closer to Jesus and Mary by meditat-
ing on the great mysteries of our salvation.  

     Our parishioners pray the Rosary on Monday 
through Saturday mornings beginning at about 8:30 
a.m. immediately following the conclusion of our 
8:00 a.m. weekday Daily Mass. All are invited and 
welcome. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.  

     The above article appeared in the Fairfield County 
Catholic of January 1996. Reprinted with permission of 
the publisher and edited to conform to space limitations.  

October: Month of the Holy Rosary 

October 26, 2025 | Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Answering service phone coverage at all 
other times.  

Daily Mass  
Mon –Sat: 8:00 AM  |  Mon: 7:00 PM 
First Friday 12:15 PM in Latin in Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In Eng-
lish in Jan, Mar, May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First Friday) in 
English in all months. 
 

Weekend Masses  
Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM  
 

Reconciliation  
Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 9:00 a.m.  
Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m.  
Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass. 
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 1:15 p.m. After the 5:30  
Mass until 6:30 p.m.  
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Saturday, October 25   
8:00 AM People of the Parish  

4:00 PM † Robert Kornfeld Serena & Frank Berchi 

 † Michael Ebert Mom, RJ & Joann 

5:30 PM † Aniello & Rosaria Califano Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Califano                              
& Family 

 Special Intention  

 † Dotty O'Hara Joe & Joan Richter 

7:00 PM † Louis Vincelli Mimi Paolise 

 † Matthew Matero Mark & Debra Gizzi 

   

Sunday, October 26   
7:00 AM † Miriam McLain Graniero Family 

 † Ellen Shyne Michelle Murphy 

8:30 AM † Deceased Members of the 
McGann Family  

Marty & Marianne McGann 

 † Deceased Members of the 
Sverapa Family  

Marty & Marianne McGann 

10:00 AM † James Simonelli Joanne & Frank Buono 

 † Betsy Krohmer Bertorelli & Olsen Families 

12:00 PM † Anne Gourney Jane & Sal 

 † Kevin Patrick Luckie Bill & Donna Schmidt 

4:00 PM † Terrance Todd Fisher Fisher Family 

 † Florence Johnson Luci, Ed & Elisa Perez 

7:00 PM † Michael O'Donovan Ciufo Family 

 People of the Parish  

“But the tax collector stood off at a distance...and prayed, ‘O 
God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ I tell you, the latter went home 

justified, not the former; for whoever exalts himself will be  
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

                                                                      Luke 18:13a, 13c-14 

M A SS  I N TEN T I O N S  

Wednesday, October 29  
8:00 AM † Miriam McLain Graniero Family 

 † Ann Rankl Peggy Bertorelli 

   

Thursday, October 30   
8:00 AM † Janice Brintnall Janice, Fred, Kathleen, &                                            

Isabel Carr 

 † Marilyn Boucher Ann Hines 

   

Friday, October 31   
8:00 AM † Linda Brockriede  

 † Douglas Juliano Paul & Agnes D'Angelo 

   

Saturday, November 1   
8:00 AM † Michael Wrubel Wife Maria & Family 

 † Conrad J. Russo Wife 

 People of the Parish  

4:00 PM † Peter Lucia Rick & Carol Ferrante 

 † Joseph Ferrante Rick & Carol Ferrante 

 † Scott Opatosky Mom & Rick Ferrante 

5:30 PM † Harold & Julia Bowman Loving Children Michael,                                                       
Joe & AnneMarie 

 Special Intention  

7:00 PM † Louis Vincelli Matt Merkel 

 † James Simonelli Family 

   

Sunday, November 2   
7:00 AM † Rosaleen De Bonis De Bonis Family 

 † Philip Cassidy Brian & Donna Cassidy 

 † Rosa Alba Stranieri  

8:30 AM † Charlotte DeVita Family 

 † Anne Gourney Ron & Lisa McLoughlin 

10:00 AM † Kathleen Pangaro Carroll Family 

 † James Simonelli Thorne & Zimmermann                                                          
Families 

12:00 PM † Grace Tho Aida David 

 † Matthew Matero John & Sandra Gizzi 

4:00 PM † Deceased Loved Ones Mirlande Semexant 

 People of the Parish  

7:00 PM † Souls of All the Faithful                       
Departed 

 

Monday, October 27   
8:00 AM † Joan Tave Sisters 

 Pro-Life Cause Friends of Sylvia Marsico 

7:00 PM † Dorothy O’Hara  

   

Tuesday, October 28   
8:00 AM † Ed Thayer, Sr. Thayer Family 

 † Edna Traynor Pat, Anne Marie, &                                                 
Michael Thayer 
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     Why is it so 
important to 
register with a 
parish? Regis-
tration is the 
official way we 
join a parish 
community. 
Some people 
think that be-
cause they at-
tend a particu-

lar parish they automatically belong. Registering as 
parishioners requires signing up, formally enrolling 
yourself in a parish by contacting the parish business 
office. Registration is a commitment to a communi-
ty, a way to be included in the religious, social and 
ministerial activities of your parish. Registration 
shows you belong. It is also necessary for certain 
benefits and administrative purposes, like scheduling 
sacraments, obtaining a sponsor or godparent eligi-
bility and qualification letter from the pastor, and 
getting donation statements for your income tax re-
turns. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on 
you, to call on you to assist in its mission. Register-
ing in your parish is a statement of faith and confi-
dence in the life and work of your parish and of the 
Church. For further information about registering at 
St. Michael’s Church, please call Mary or Emily at 
the Parish Office at 732-222-8080. Thank you. 

   

  The Commemoration Of All The Faithful  Departed (All Souls’ Day) 

     The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (also known as All Souls’ Day) is celebrated by the 
Church on November 2. Here at St. Michael’s, in addition to our customary Sunday Masses on All Souls’ 
Day we will also celebrate a Candlelight Mass of Remembrance this coming 
Sunday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. All are invited and welcome to attend this 
evening Mass. Letters were mailed three weeks ago to the families of the parish 
who have had a death in the family since last year’s All Souls’ Day inviting them 
to attend this 7:00 p.m. Mass and to light a Candle of Prayer and Remembrance 
for the repose of the soul of their loved one at the conclusion of the Prayer of the 
Faithful during this Mass. The names of the parish’s recently deceased will be 
read aloud during the candle-lighting ceremony. Since All Souls’ Day this 
year falls on a Sunday, we will also have  Masses that day at the usual Sunday hours of 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. and the Candlelight Mass at 7:00 p.m.  
      
     The Church encourages the offering of prayers and Mass for the souls of the faithful departed. And the 
Church teaches that the faithful on earth can assist the departed in attaining the Beatific Vision through their 
prayers, good works, and the offering of Mass. The Candlelight All Souls’ Mass will be preceded by an in-
strumental Musical Prelude led by Acting Music Director Lauren Walters at 6:30 p.m. and will be followed 
by a reception with light refreshments in the Lower Church immediately after the Mass. May perpetual light 
shine upon the souls of all the faithful departed.     

All Saints Day 
 

Reminder: All Saints Day Is NOT a 
 Holy Day of Obligation This Year 

 

     The Solemnity of All Saints (celebrated annually 
on November 1) is ordinarily a “holy day of obliga-
tion” requiring attendance and participation at Mass 
on that day.  However, November 1 this year falls on 
a Saturday and so the obligation to attend Mass that 
day is “abrogated” or lifted in the United States.  
Even so, all faithful who are able to attend Mass on 
November 1 are still invited and strongly encour-
aged to do so or to join the universal Church by cel-
ebrating this important solemnity through prayer.   
      

     The Mass for All Saints Day will be celebrated 
here at St. Michael’s on Saturday, November 1 at 
8:00 a.m. All are invited and welcome to attend that 
Saturday morning Mass.  
 

     If there are any questions, please call the parish 
business office.  

Registering as a Parishioner 
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The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
 

          

     Jesus elevated marriage to a Sacrament at the Wedding Feast at Cana. Catholics have the duty to receive 
the Sacrament of Matrimony in a Catholic church. The Grace of the Sacrament of Matrimony enhances and 
supports the permanent and indissoluble bond of marriage and strengthens the love and fidelity, patience and 
wisdom of the spouses.       

      
     Please make contact with the parish office at least one year prior to your intended 
marriage date to begin the preparation process. This includes attendance at a Pre-Cana 
Conference and several meetings with one of our parish priests. A specific wedding 
date cannot be assured by the parish until after this marriage preparation has com-
menced and initial documentation has been received and reviewed. Therefore, all en-
gaged couples are strongly advised  to speak to the parish staff first when beginning 
to make wedding plans and strongly advised not to make commitments with third-
parties (banquet halls, photographers, hotels, airlines, etc.) until after the wedding 
date has been finalized in writing with the parish office.        

     
     If you are presently in a civil marriage and desire to receive the Sacrament and enter into a valid Catholic 
marriage, please contact the parish office at 732-222-8080 to obtain further information about the 
“convalidation” of your marriage. We also offer direction and assistance on the possibility of receiving an an-
nulment for those who are divorced. Please do not hesitate to call. The annulment process is generally less dif-
ficult or cumbersome than imagined.  

Sunday, November 9, 2025 at 10:00 AM 
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Please!!! May We All Respect Life!!! 
By David M. O’Connell, C.M. 

Bishop of Trenton 
 
I am convinced, after 66 plus years on this earth, that all of the problems impacting us in this world of ours derive from 
a single root cause: the failure to “respect life in all its stages, from conception to natural death.”  
 
Abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment; acts of terror and war; escalating crime; violence and wanton killing of inno-
cents; domestic and sexual abuse; drugs and gang crimes; the immigration crisis; poverty and inequality; discrimination 
and injustice; racism and hatred; breakdown of the family; blatant disregard for the environment — these are all “life 
issues” because they tear at the most basic obligation of every human: to respect life.  Think about it for a moment. 
 

Of all these failures to respect life, the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops have declared that the threat of abortion remains “our preeminent priority” be-
cause it directly at- tacks life itself, because it 
takes place within the sanctuary of the family, 
and because of the number of lives destroyed. 
At the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore 
other serious threats to human life mentioned 
above.  Our efforts to protect the unborn remain as 
important as ever, for just as the Supreme Court may allow greater latitude for state 
laws restricting abortion, state legislators have passed statutes not only keeping 
abortion legal through all nine months of pregnancy but opening the door to infanti-
cide. Additionally, abortion contaminates many other important issues by being in-
serted into legislation regarding immigration, care for the poor, and health care re-
form, and so on.   
 

All human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a 
moral vision for society. Direct attacks on innocent persons are never morally ac-
ceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our society, human life is especially 
under direct attack from abortion, which some political actors mischaracterize as an issue of “women’s health.” Other 
direct threats to the sanctity of human life include euthanasia and assisted suicide (sometimes falsely labelled as “death 
with dignity”), human cloning, in vitro fertilization, and the destruction of human embryos for research. 
 

October 1 this year begins “Respect Life Month,” with October 3 designated as “Respect Life Sunday” in the Catholic 

Church in the United States. Beginning on the weekend, all Catholics are called to celebrate our Church’s commitment 

to respect life in all its stages. the Church invites us all to consider every means at our disposal to advocate on behalf of  

every human life. 

 

To believe in God as Creator requires that we must believe that God is the author of life, all life, every life. It is not 

merely the logical conclusion of that belief: it is the only conclusion. And if that is what we believe; if that is the only 

conclusion that we can derive from our common human experience, how can anyone reasonably not respect life in all 

its stages?  

Pastor’s  Note. October is the Month of the Holy Rosary as well as Respect Life Month. In our parish bulletin this 
week and during the weeks of October we have been including important teachings and writings of the Church on 
both of those subjects. That series began two weeks ago with information on the graces and benefits that are obtain-
able from the praying of the Rosary. Last week the series addressed the origin and history of the Rosary and the 
power of this prayer. Please pray the Rosary frequently if not daily. The series continues this week with a teaching 
document written in September 2020 by our Bishop, His Excellency David M. O’Connell, C.M., to help us to know 
and understand more fully and to live-out more effectively the teaching of our Church on respect for human life 
(especially the lives of the most vulnerable in the womb) and the sinfulness of abortion. Please continue to pray for 
the end of abortion; for conversion, reconciliation, and healing; and for competent and compassionate care and 
support for women during pregnancy and thereafter. Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, pray for us. Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, Patroness of the Unborn, pray for us. 

“I HAVE COME THAT 
YOU MAY HAVE LIFE 
AND HAVE IT TO THE 

FULL.” (John 10:10) 

(continued on page 6 
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Communion Visits; Confession Visits; Anointing of the Sick 
       

        

     Please keep in mind that the parish priests and our lay Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucha-
rist are available and eager to bring Communion to parishioners who are in the 
hospital (nursing homes, assisted living facilities, rehab centers, and hospices, 
too) and to parishioners who are at home but unable to get to church.  Please 
contact Mary Valan at the parish office to make arrangements. Hospitals and 
other healthcare facilities generally do not notify the parish office regarding 
their Catholic patients who desire to receive Sacraments. And so it falls to the 

patient herself/himself or to a family member or friend to contact the parish office to make the re-
quest. The parish priests will also very gladly make a hospital visit or home visit to hear a Confession 
and/or administer the Sacrament of the Sick (“Anointing of the Sick”) in addition to bringing Holy 
Communion. Please remember to contact the parish office to make these arrangements. Thank you.  

(continued from page 5) 
Please!!! May We All Respect Life!!! 

By David M. O’Connell, C.M. 
Bishop of Trenton 

 
 

Even those who do not believe in God as Creator have to admit that respect and care for life must be the thing that dif-

ferentiates us, as human beings, from everything else that exists. The survival of the human species depends on it.  It is  

not only a religious conviction, and it is certainly that. Respect for life is a profoundly human conviction, a dictate of 
human reason and science that, when joined to religious faith, elevates respect for life to the level of what is truly sacred  
about human existence. 
 
One need not be a philosopher or theologian or even particularly intellectual or religious to draw this conclusion. One 
need only to open one’s eyes, to draw a breath, to get out of bed in 
the morning, to hear another’s voice, to grasp another’s hand, to 
love another to know that life is worth living and a gift to be cher-
ished.  
 
And if one is not able to see or to breathe easily or to get out of bed or 
to hear or to grasp — for some rea- son known only to God our Creator 
— to love and to be loved is still possible and defines the purpose of 
our existence in this world.  
 
Even God himself chose to take on flesh in Jesus Christ, to be born, to be loved by his family, to grow, to laugh, to cry, 
to make friends, to feel loneliness, to be understood by some and misunderstood by others, to be happy, to be sad, to 
give himself to others, to suffer for them out of love — in essence, to be fully human while fully divine — and in all of 
this, to show that human life is sacred, a gift of God, and worthy of respect without exception from conception until nat  
ural death. 
 
We who follow Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life, cannot do otherwise than respect life in all its stages. To do less, regard-
less of any circumstance or situation that we can conceive of or experi-
ence, is to be less human, rejecting what God has created, rejecting 
what Jesus has redeemed in his own human body, rejecting what the Ho-
ly Spirit has sustained. On this earth, only the human being can 
truly respect life and know what that means and requires.  
 
There is no other human choice but to do this.  As your Bishop, I am 
pleased to share with you this year’s message from the nation’s bishops 
(which follow below. I invite all the faithful to pray the “Prayer to St. 
Joseph, Defender of Life” and in this month dedicated to the rosary of 
his Beloved and Blessed Wife, Mary, to pray her rosary daily or, at least frequently, that human life be cherished in all 
its stages. 
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Regarding FORMED: What is it? Please try it. You’ll like it! 

     I am sure that all of us have things we would do, if we could do, and especially if 

we should do, but in the end, didn’t do – at least not yet. Next follows the sentiment, 

“I sure wish I had.” That’s not the answer you want to give Jesus 

when he asks, “Did you take the time to really know me? Did 

you make the effort to understand my teachings? 

     Excuses like “I was too busy,” or “I didn’t have the opportuni-

ty,” aren’t very admissible when we have so many tools at our fingertips, tools like the 

website FORMED. It might be called a “Catholic Netflix” because through the internet 

FORMED delivers beautiful, engaging and entertaining Catholic content like inspiring 

audio, movies, e-books, and family-friendly kid’s programming. It has something for 

everyone to enjoy. 

     St. Michael’s has invested the finances to make FORMED free and available to every 

parishioner. Instead of wasting time on programs you regret watching, FORMED gives you the opportunity to 

use that time in knowing and understanding Jesus better- anywhere with an internet connection at any time of 

the day. 

     It’s time for you – all of you - to get in-FORMED.  It’s been a slow start and St. Michael’s is eager for 

everyone to reap the benefits of this investment, a “pay-out” of people who are growing ever closer to Jesus 

and His Church by your utilization and enjoyment of FORMED. Every one of you is asked to please give 

FORMED a try and to follow the very simple directions below and register for FORMED. Then explore 

it for yourself and we’ll follow up with some recommendations. Instead of would, could and should, as they 

say, just do it!  

Please visit and try FORMED 
(it’s FREE!) and let Fr. John  and 
Mr. Connelly know what you 
think. Thank you! 

FORMED is now available for St. Michael’s parishioners. St. Michael’s is paying the annual 
fee so that all of our parishioners may have free access to FORMED at no charge. 

From the Desk of Our                                
Director of Religious 

Education 

Kevin Connelly 
Director of Religious 

Education 

Pastor’s Note. FORMED (further described above by our 
D.R.E. Kevin Connelly) is an online, library-like, high-
quality, rich collection of thousands of spiritual and religious 
materials that are readily and easily available (free of charge 
to the end-user; paid for by the parish). The collection con-
sists of a wide assortment of family-friendly movies, videos, 
reflections, prayers, children’s shows, Bible study guides, and 
the like for all age brackets that will help the user to grow in 
knowledge of the Faith and Scriptures; to stay close to Jesus, 
the Blessed Mother, the saints and the Church; and to enhance 
and enrich one’s spiritual and religious life. FORMED is used 
nation-wide by 1.6 million people, 180 dioceses, and 5,000 
parishes including right here at St. Michael’s.   
Please give FORMED a try.  It’s easy, free, informative, and 
uplifting. Mr. Connelly will be speaking at several of our 
Masses this weekend to tell us more about FORMED. Thank 
you.  
 

How to register with and access FORMED: 
 

1. Go to FORMED.org/signup 
2.  Enter your parish zip code or name to select your parish 
3.  Enter your name and email 
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Please join us for a Children’s Rosary on   
Sunday, November 9  

after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at 
St. Michael’s Church. 

 

All are invited to participate and  
pray with us. 

Rosaries and prayer books will be                    
available.  

 

 No prior knowledge of the   
 Rosary is needed. 

 
Any questions, call or text  

 Mrs. Innace at  
(732) 616-8498 

St. Michael’s parishioners                    
usually gather at this location on 

Mondays at 10:00 a.m., 1:00 
p.m., and 2:00 p.m. during these 

40 Days for Life.  
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       Our Parish is in need of lectors/readers and altar servers for ALL of our 
Masses and especially our Sunday 8:30 a.m. Mass, Saturday 7:00 p.m. Mass, 
Weekday Masses, and from time-to-time for our Funeral Masses. Training will 
be provided. The rewards are heavenly! 

 
If you can help, please call                                                             
the parish business office,                                                                

732-222-8080. 

(including 2 night pre-cruise stay in Prague) 
Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Slovakia & Hungary 
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Aid For The Hearing Impaired 
                              

     We offer the use of radio aids dur-
ing Mass upon request. The device is 
tuned to the sound system in the 
church so that those who have a hear-
ing deficit might hear more clearly. 
Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Order of  Christian  
Initiation of Adults 

 

 

     Would you like to become a Catholic? Or perhaps 
you have been baptized yet never received First Ho-
ly Communion or made your Confirmation? Or, 
been baptized and received your First Holy Com-
munion but not yet received the Sacrament of Con-
firmation? 
 

     The Order of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults (OCIA) classes 
begin in the fall.  If you are inter-
ested in attend- ing these classes 
to complete your Sacra-
ments, please contact Kevin 
Connelly (our Director of Re-
ligious Education) at 732-483-0360 ext. 1 or Emily 
at the parish office.   
 

     P.S. “OCIA” and “Order of Christian Initiation 
for Adults” is the fairly new name for religious in-
struction that many of us knew (until recently) as 
“RCIA” and the “Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults.” 

 

Fr. Alphonse’s   
Christmas Concert                                          

at St. Michael’s Church 
 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 
1:30 p.m. in the Upper Church 

Tickets to go on sale online on  
a date to be announced.  

Save the Date 
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On the Calendar at  

 St. Michael’s Church 

   

 

Weekend Collection & Attendance 
 

Thank You! 

 

This Week’s Total: $12,226.00 
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $13,012.00 
 

Second Collection: World Mission Sunday: $3,055.00 

†

†

 

† 

Married at St. Michael’s on 
 

October 18, 2025 
 

Angelina DeCapua &  Andrew Burrage 

The following is one of the prayers that 
the members of the St. Vincent dePaul 
Society use when they meet every 
Monday to review applicants’ requests 
for financial assistance. It helps the 

members to focus on their mission and 
on the example that was set by St. Vincent himself 
many years ago.  
 

“So be very careful in attending to all their 
needs...do not get angry with them and never                  
speak harshly to them. They have enough to                        
put up with in their misfortunes...Weep with                 
them; God has made you their consolers.” 

                                    St. Vincent DePaul (5:93) 


